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SHIVAJI- Hindu King in Islamic India
By James W. Lane, Oxford University Press, 2003,
127pp, printed in USA. ISBN 0-19-514126-1

Prof Lane, an academic from Macalester College, visited
Maharashtra numerous times and claims to have had an
interest in Shivaji for almost two decades! | could find out
how he got interested in Shivaji when a large majority of
native born Americans, until recently ie 9/11/2001, hardly
knew anything about any (one) or -(thing) outside the
geographical boundaries. This is not just my opinion as a
Naturalised US citizen but many of compatriots. | am a
Maharashtrian Brahmin born and raised in Hyderabad
which was the capital city of the erstwhile Nizam’s
Dominions from the 18" century till 1948 and of the state
till it was disintegrated in 1956. The Nizam, a Moslem, is
oft quoted by Lane in his account of history of Shivaji’s
exploits. | have been in the USA for almost half a century
and have had some interest in the interactions of people
with different backgrounds by way of religion or ethnicity. |
have been an academic for about six decades (see eg
www.wiley.com/borgaonkar). | read a commentary about
Lane’s book in the highly respected British science
weekly magazine Nature and was interested in reading
the book. The controversial account of it's publication and
the reaction of Maharashtrians in Pune and other
communities got me interested. A reading of the book
gives me an impression that this author, Lane, has
viewed the glory endowed by the Maharashtrians on
Shivaji as an affront to the rule of Moslems in India in
general, which somehow Lane feels justified. Military
generals have credited Shivaji as the original inventor of
‘Gurela fighting’.

It is disturbing for me to see in print a book that gives
the readers a view that is obviously biased! Just as, for
example, the Indians term the 1857 fights between the
British and Indians as the ‘First War of Independence’ and
Veer Savarkar has even written a tome about it. While the
British termed it a ‘mutiny’. Maharashtrians call Shivaji’s
kingdom a first Maharashtra State, while others such as
Aurangzeb have even called him a ‘mountain rat’. | am
distressed by Lane’s writings which further deepens the
divide between Indian Moslems and Hindus in general. It
is well known that Moslems of South Asia are not
considered as equals by the Middle Eastern Arabs and
there is hardly any difference between the Moslems of
India and Pakistan, an unfortunate creation of the British
in 1947. | call it unfortunate because it has permanently
divided the Moslems of the subcontinent! The inhabitants
of Pakistan feel threatened by the larger remaining part of
British India where a large number Moslems inhabit.
Bangladesh was formed to separate the poorer Eastern
Pakistan by Indira Gandhi after she liberated, from the
dominant Western Pakistanis, that part of the

sub-continent.
No population likes to be ruled by another group. We in
US rebelled and declared our own Independence in 1776.
The British did not accept that for about 5 decades and
kept on fighting their loss such as the burning of the White
House in 1812! So, why view Shivaiji's coronation as an
affront to the Moslem rule in India! The British have very
tactfully become our closest allies during the last 100
years and do not like to be reminded about their loss of
the regions on the other side of the pond! Unfortunately
whenever historical or political commentaries are made
about Moslems in India and Pakistan the religious divide
is glorified by adding fuel to the fire. Those of us who
have lived our lives in mixed communities have learnt to
forget the differences and get on with our lives. | urge all
of us, especially writers of historical events should do that
from now onwards!

Digamber S. Borgaonkar, Ph.D.

11 Stabler Circle, Wilmington, DE 19807
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